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Thank you for joining!

Rachel	Griffin	
STAAR	Program	Manager,		
Student	Assessment	Division	
Texas	Education	Agency
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General Testing Requirements



STAAR	Testing	Requirements	for	Grades	3–8

▪All	students	in	grades	3–8	are	required	to	take	STAAR.	
▪ The	only	exception	is	for	certain	unschooled	asylees	or	refugees	who	meet	the	
requirements	in	TAC	§101.1005.	

▪Students	in	grades	3–8	are	required	by	federal	and	state	law	to	take	
their	grade-level	tests.	
▪ The	only	exception	is	for	certain	accelerated	students	who	meet	the	
requirements	in	TAC	§101.3011.	

▪ The	grade-level	testing	requirement	also	applies	to	students	who	repeat	a	
grade.
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http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir&p_rloc&p_tloc&p_ploc&pg=1&p_tac&ti=19&pt=2&ch=101&rl=1005
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir&p_rloc&p_tloc&p_ploc&pg=1&p_tac&ti=19&pt=2&ch=101&rl=3011


STAAR	Testing	Requirements	for	EOC	Assessments

Students	enrolled	in	specific	high	school	courses	are	required	by	federal	and	
state	law	to	take	corresponding	STAAR	end-of-course	(EOC)	assessments.	
Example	courses	include:

Algebra	I—03100500

English	I—03220100	or	
English	I	for	Speakers	of	
Other	Languages—03200600

Biology—03010200

U.S.	History—03340100

English	II—03220200	or	
English	II	for	Speakers	of	
Other	Languages—03200700
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STAAR	Testing	Requirements	for	EOC	Assessments	(cont.)

▪Students	should	take	the	STAAR	EOC	assessment	as	they	are	
completing	the	course,	regardless	of	enrolled	grade	level.

▪Students	should	not	take	and	are	not	eligible	to	take	the	
assessment	if	they	have	completed	only	half	(one	semester)	
of	the	course.
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Did	you	know…
STAAR	is	not	a	high-stakes	test	for	students?	
• There	are	no	student-level	promotion	consequences	associated	with	STAAR.			
• Other	assessments,	such	as	PSAT,	SAT,	ACT,	AP,	or	TSIA	in	addition	to	Individual	Graduation	Committees	may	be	

used	to	satisfy	graduation	requirements	in	place	of	STAAR	end-of-course	assessments.	

Federal	and	state	laws	require	that	all	students	participate	in	STAAR?	
• Although	state	law	provides	families	with	the	right	to	temporarily	remove	their	child	from	a	class	or	school	

activity	if	they	have	an	objection	to	participation,	it	specifically	does	not	allow	families	to	do	so	to	avoid	a	test/
assessment.		

STAAR	provides	families	with	information	to	understand	and	support	their	child’s	learning?			
• All	STAAR	test	questions	and	answers	are	made	available	to	families	and	teachers.			
• The	Family	Portal,	available	at	TexasAssessment.gov,	gives	families	even	more	information,	including	tips	for	

how	to	support	learning	at	home.	

https://www.texasassessment.gov/


Program	Updates	and	Reminders



2023	is	a	BIG	year	for	assessments…

House	Bill	(HB)	3261	
Online	by	22-23

House	Bill	(HB)	3906	

MC	Cap	by	2023

SY	2022-2023	

▪ All	students	online		
▪ Dynamic	new	item	types	
▪ Exception	Policy	for	students	who	
cannot	test	online	

▪ Paper	versions	of	the	new	item	types	
that	were	not	traditional	multiple	
choice	

▪ Guidance	for	entering	paper	responses	
into	online	system



Special	Paper	Administration	of	an	Online	Assessment
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Districts	are	responsible	for	confirming	a	student	has	met	criteria	
for	a	special	administration	of	an	online	assessment.		

504	or	ARD	committees	must	determine	that		

• an	accommodation	documented	in	the	student’s	
individualized	education	program	(IEP),	individual	
accommodation	plan	(IAP),	or	Section	504	paperwork	
cannot	be	delivered	in	an	online	format.		



Successful	Transition	to	Online	in	December!

December	EOC	AdministraUons
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Paper Online

December	Administration	

• <	1%	tests	administered	on	
paper		

• AMAZING	collaboration	
between	test	coordinators,	
educators,	and	504	and	ARD	
committees	



ASL	Videos	
Refreshable	Braille	
Color	Choices	
Content	and	Language	Supports	
Speech-to-Text	
Dictionary	
Notepad	
Sticky	Notes	
Highlighter	

Spelling	Assistance		
Zoom	for	Large	Print	
Mark	for	Review	
Large	Mouse	Pointer	
Periodic	Table	
Permissive	Mode	
Zoom	
Strikethrough	
Basic	Calculator	

TI	Scientific	Calculator	
TI	Graphing	Calculator	
Desmos	Graphing	Calculator	
Text-to-Speech	
Auto	Text-to-Speech	
Tutorial	
Video	Playback	Controls	
Graph/Draw	Tool	

TDS	Tools
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Paper	Supports					à à      Online	Supports



Online	Practice	Tests
▪Designed	to	familiarize	students	with	online	
testing	environment,	available	tools,	and	
various	types	of	questions.	

▪Students	may	sign	in	with	their	credentials	to	
access	TIDE	test	attributes.		

▪Now	includes	STAAR	redesign	practice	tests,	
2022	STAAR	released	tests,	and	TELPAS	
Reading	and	Writing	practice	sets.	

▪Permissive	Mode-	make	sure	your	operating	
system	doesn’t	restrict	
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Paper	Samplers	Available	

▪ Students	who	qualify	for	a	
paper	administration	of	
STAAR	can	access	samples	
of	the	paper	versions	of	
new	question	types.		

▪ Students	should	be	
familiar	with	the	different	
response	methods	and	
how	to	appropriately	
record	their	answers.	

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/new-question-type-paper-samplers
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/new-question-type-paper-samplers
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/new-question-type-paper-samplers
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/new-question-type-paper-samplers


Paper	Version



Paper	Version



Paper	Version	



Paper	Version



STAAR	Test	Session	Time	Limits

20

▪ Districts	will	no	longer	have	to	stop	students	from	testing	after	a	four-	
or	five-hour	testing	period.	

▪ Students	are	expected	to	complete	STAAR	tests	in	about	three	hours;	
however,	any	student	who	needs	additional	time	may	continue	
testing	until	the	end	of	the	school	day.	

▪ If	possible,	campuses	should	dismiss	students	from	the	testing	
session	at	scheduled	intervals	(e.g.,	after	1	hour,	after	2	hours,	etc.).	

▪ After	four	hours,	students	who	are	still	testing	should	be	consolidated	
into	a	general	testing	area	to	continue	testing.



STAAR	Redesign	Overview



Assessments	provide	educators	and	parents	with	helpful	information	to	
support	strong	teaching	and	guide	students	to	their	full	potential.	

State	summative	assessments	serve	several	primary	purposes:	
▪ To	determine	mastery	of	a	breadth	of	knowledge	&	skills	for	students	

▪ To	determine	the	effectiveness	of	curriculum	and	instruction	programs	after	delivery	(at	
the	end	of	a	unit	or	course)	

▪ To	help	determine	which	individual	students	should	receive	additional	holistic	supports	

▪ To	serve	as	a	bar	for	rigor	and	standards	alignment	in	planning
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STAAR is a state "summative" assessment



STAAR has been proven valid, reliable, aligned to the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), with passage readability on grade-level

House	Bill	743,	Rep.	Huberty/Sen.	Seliger				

84th	Texas	Legislature			

“The	assessment	instrument	must,	on	the	basis	of	
empirical	evidence,	be	determined	to	be	valid	and	
reliable	by	an	entity	that	is	independent	of	the	agency	
and	of	any	other	entity	that	developed	the	assessment	
instrument.”	

Analysis	Completed	in	2016	

Findings:	STAAR	was	found	to	be		
valid.	The	evaluation	confirmed		
the	“test	bears	a	strong		
association	with	on-grade		
curriculum	requirements.”

House	Bill	3,	Rep.	Huberty/Sen.	Taylor		
86th	Texas	Legislature			
Required	an	institution	of	higher	education	to	conduct	a	study	
on	the	state	assessment	instruments	to	independently	
evaluate	the	readability	and	alignment.	

Analysis	Completed	in	2019	
Findings:	Across	grade	levels	and		
subjects,	all	tests	included	in	the		
study	were	aligned	with	the	TEKS		
for	the	grade	level	tested.	
• 91%	of	passages	met	the		

criterion	for	readability	as		
defined	in	the	study	in	terms	of		
text	complexity
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HB 3906 was intended to improve instructional alignment

▪The	question	isn’t	whether	STAAR	is	designed	to	accurately	measure	student	
knowledge	and	skills.		We	know	the	answer,	and	it	is	yes.	

▪The	question	is	whether	STAAR	can	be	designed	differently	in	order	to	more	
positively	influence	instructional	practices.	

It	is	possible	for	the	state	summative	assessment	to	be	designed	so	that	it	
better	aligns	with	strong	instructional	practices,	while	still	accurately	
measuring	student	mastery.

24

Measuring	whether	students	have	learned	a	
concept	well	isn’t	the	same	as	teaching	it	well



Feedback from educators informed the main components of the STAAR 
redesign

# In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are… ...and	avoid	less	effective	practices	by…

1 Coherently	building	students’	background	
knowledge	and	vocabulary	in	all	subject	areas...

…not	just	having	students	read	passages	on	random	
topics

2 Asking	students	to	write	about	what	they	read	
using	evidence	from	text…

…not	just	reading	without	writing	

3 Providing	various	open-ended	formats	for	
students	to	respond	to	questions…

…not	just	having	students	select	among	multiple	
choices

4 Supporting	the	learning	needs	of	all	students	by	
providing	appropriate	accommodations…

…not	requiring	all	students	to	perform	without	
appropriate	supports
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The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the classroom 
experience

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are… The	STAAR	redesign	will…

1 Coherently	building	students’	background	
knowledge	and	vocabulary	in	all	subject	areas...

Prioritize	cross-curricular	passages	in	RLA	that	reference	
topics	that	students	have	learned	about	in	other	classes	

2 Asking	students	to	write	about	what	they	read	
using	evidence	from	text…

Include	writing	in	all	RLA	tests,	reflecting	our	updated	
TEKS,	and	having	students	write	text-based	responses

3 Providing	various	open-ended	formats	for	
students	to	respond	to	questions…

Add	new,	non-multiple-choice	questions	that	are	more	like	
questions	teachers	ask	in	class		

4 Supporting	the	learning	needs	of	all	students	by	
providing	appropriate	accommodations…

Move	to	online	assessments	that	provide	a	full	suite	of	robust	
accommodations	for	students	with	specific	learning	needs

5 Moving	to	online	assessments	supports	all	the	changes	above	and	provides	faster	test	results	to	support	accelerated	
learning.	
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The first component of the STAAR redesign is based on the importance of 
building background knowledge in the classroom

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are…

1 Coherently	building	students’	background	
knowledge	and	vocabulary	in	all	subject	areas...

27
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Knowledge is essential for success as learners and critical thinkers

▪ 1988,	two	young	researchers	and	64	
students	in	Wisconsin	changed	how	
we	think	about	reading	
comprehension.	

▪ The	researchers	created	a	replica	of	
a	baseball	field	furnished	with	
wooden	figures.	

▪ The	students	were	handed	the	same	
story	covering	half	an	inning	of	
made-up	baseball	and	asked	to	
reenact	it.	

28
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Here’s the passage they read

“Churniak	swings	and	hits	a	slow	bouncing	ball	toward	the	shortstop.	

Haley	comes	in,	fields	it,	and	throws	to	first,	but	too	late.	Churniak	is	on	

first	with	a	single,	Johnson	stayed	on	third.	The	next	batter	is	Whitcomb,	

the	Cougar’s	left-fielder.	The	ball	is	returned	to	Claresen.	He	gets	the	sign	

and	winds	up	and	throws	a	slider	that	Whitcomb	hits	between	Manfred	

and	Roberts	for	a	hit.	Dulaney	comes	in	and	picks	up	the	ball.	Johnson	

has	scored,	and	Churniak	is	heading	for	third.	Here	comes	the	throw	and	

Churniak	is	out.	Churniak	argues	but	to	no	avail.”

29
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Who do you think did the best at correctly reconstructing the story?

A. Strong	readers	

B. Kids	with	good	knowledge	of	
baseball	

C. It	made	no	difference

1
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Let’s look at another example

“Much	 depended	 on	 .	 .	 .	 the	 two	 overnight	 batsmen.	 But	 this	 duo	
perished	either	side	of	lunch-the	latter	a	little	unfortunate	to	be	adjudged	
leg-before--and	 with	 Andrew	 Symonds,	 too,	 being	 shown	 the	 dreaded	
finger	off	an	inside	edge,	the	inevitable	beckoned,	bar	the	pyrotechnics	of	
Michael	Clarke	and	the	ninth	wicket.	Clarke	clinically	cut	and	drove	to	10	
fours	 in	 a	 134-ball	 81,	 before	 he	 stepped	 out	 to	 Kumble	 to	 present	 an	
easy	stumping	to	Mahendra	Singh	Dhoni.”	

What	happened	in	this	passage?

31
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Background knowledge is critical

Reading	Skills

Knowledge

1

Measure	of	Comprehension

High	reading	skills	and	high	knowledge

Low	reading	skills	and	high	knowledge

High	reading	skills	and	low	knowledge

Low	reading	skills	and	low	knowledge 43%

53%

81%

86%

Recht,	D.	R.	and	Leslie,	L.	“Effect	of	Prior	Knowledge	on	Good	and	Poor	Readers’	Memory	of	Text.”	Journal	of	Educational	Psychology,	80(1),	(1988):	p.16.	
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In effective classrooms, teachers are building students’ background knowledge 
and vocabulary across subjects (I) 

4th Grade - Student A

RLA  
Stories	of	the	nautical	adventures	of	a	
sailor	that	is	also	a	giant

Science 
Lesson	about	the	sun	as	a	source	of	energy

Social studies 
Lesson	about	the	battle	of	the	Alamo

Student	A	learns	different	things	in	Science,	Social	
Studies,	and	ELA	that	don’t	connect	to	each	other

33
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4th Grade - Student B



In effective classrooms, teachers are building students’ background knowledge 
and vocabulary across subjects (II)

4th Grade - Student A

RLA  
Stories	of	the	nautical	adventures	of	a	
sailor	that	is	also	a	giant

Science 
Lesson	about	the	sun	as	a	source	of	energy

Social studies 
Lesson	about	the	battle	of	the	Alamo

Student	A	learns	different	things	in	Science,	Social	
Studies,	and	RLA	that	don’t	connect	to	each	other
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4th Grade - Student B

RLA  
Writing	lesson	to	explain	the	characteristics	
of	earth’s	layers	as	part	of	geology	unit

Science 
Weathering	lesson	describing	changes	in	the	
earth’s	surface

Social studies 
Discussion	of	terrain	and	adaptations	made	
by	American	Indians	to	navigate	the	land

Student	B	is	building	background	knowledge	
through	connections	across	subjects



The redesign better aligns STAAR with educator efforts to build students’ 
background knowledge 

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are… The	STAAR	redesign	will…

1 Coherently	building	students’	background	
knowledge	and	vocabulary	in	all	subject	areas...

Prioritize	cross-curricular	passages	in	RLA	that	reference	
topics	that	students	have	learned	about	in	other	classes	

35
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Passages already must meet several requirements and get approved by Texas 
teachers before appearing on STAAR RLA tests

Passages	are	developed,	and	then	reviewed	and	
approved	by	Texas	educators	to	ensure	they:		
▪ represent	polished,	high-quality	writing	and	are	
considered	exemplary	samples	of	eligible	genres		

▪ include	reliable	and	accurate	information	
▪ are	unbiased	against	or	toward	any	group	
▪ are	as	engaging	as	possible	for	students	
▪ are	appropriate	for	the	intended	grade	level,	
including	readability	indicators	

▪ contain	enough	content	to	assess	multiple	
student	expectations

1

Excerpt	from	Sample	Grade	5	RLA	Passage,	The	
Cholla	Cactus
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Now, passages will also be intentionally selected to cover cross-curricular 
content 

1

Excerpt	from	Sample	Grade	5	RLA	Passage,	The	
Cholla	Cactus Direct	connections	to	grade	four	and	grade	

five	science	TEKS		
▪ 4.10.A:	explore	how	structures	and	
functions	enable	organisms	to	survive	in	
their	environment	
▪ 5.9.A:	observe	the	way	organisms	live	and	
survive	in	their	ecosystem	by	interacting	
with	the	living	and	nonliving	components
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Although the passage content is connected to science TEKS, students will 
continue to be assessed only on RLA TEKS

Excerpt	from	Sample	Grade	5	RLA	Passage,	The	
Cholla	Cactus

Sample	Question	from	Grade	5	RLA	Passage,	The	
Cholla	Cactus	
Assesses	Grade	5	Reading	TEKS	5.R.7.C:	Use	text	
evidence	to	support	an	appropriate	response.

1
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The second component of the STAAR redesign is based on the 
interconnectedness of reading and writing

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are…

2 Asking	students	to	write	about	what	they	read	
using	evidence	from	text…

39
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Learning to read well means grounding reading, writing, and speaking in 
evidence from text

Reading	and	writing	are	reciprocal	processes.	Writing	about	what	you	read	strengthens	comprehension.		

By	grounding	the	discussion	in	the	text,	all	students	are	given	an	equal	opportunity	to	engage.		

Support	knowledge	building	in	content-rich	text,	and	point	students	toward	the	most	important	parts	of	
the	text.		

The	length	and	quality	of	student	recall	improves	when	responding	to	content-based	lessons	grounded	in	
text.		

The	ability	to	cite	evidence	differentiates	strong	from	weak	student	performance	on	National	Assessment	
Education	Progress,	AP	Exams,	and	other	college-readiness	assessments.	
	
	
	
McKeown,	M.	G.,	Beck,	I.	L.,	&	Blake,	R.	G.	“Rethinking	Reading	Comprehension	Instruction:	A	Comparison	of	Instruction	for	Strategies	and	Content	Approaches.”	Reading	Research	
Quarterly,	44(3),	(2009):	218-253.
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Basing writing (and speaking) in text better reflects effective instructional 
practices

Prompt	based	on	personal	knowledge	and	
experience:		

“What	is	your	favorite	place	that	you’ve	
traveled	to?	What	did	it	look	like	and	what	
was	your	favorite	part?”	

Prompt	based	on	text:	

“Read	these	two	articles	about	two	different	
locations.	Using	evidence	from	the	articles,	
write	a	summary	of	the	advantages	and	
disadvantages	of	each	location	and	your	
recommendation	on	which	one	to	visit.”

Which	of	these	prompts	is	more	aligned	
with	the	writing	that	you	have	been	
expected	to	do	in	your	adult	life?		

Which	of	these	prompts	relies	less	on	
school-based	instruction	and	more	on	

outside-of-school	experiences?	

41
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The redesign better aligns STAAR with how students are writing in the 
classroom

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are… The	STAAR	redesign	will…

2 Asking	students	to	write	about	what	they	read	
using	evidence	from	text…

Include	writing	in	all	RLA	tests,	reflecting	our	updated	
TEKS,	and	having	students	write	text-based	responses

42
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Previously, students were asked to write in response to a stand-alone question

The	previous	4th	and	7th	grade	
writing	prompts	asked	students	to	
write	in	response	to	a	stand-alone	
prompt,	without	being	asked	to	read	
any	associated	passages.	

Example	from	2019	Grade	4	STAAR	assessment

43
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Based on research and stakeholder feedback, redesigned STAAR will ask 
students to write using evidence from text

In	the	redesigned	STAAR,	
writing	prompts	in	all	
grade	levels	will	ask	
students	to	write	using	
evidence	from	the	text	to	
support	their	response.		

Excerpt	from	Sample	Grade	4	RLA	
Passage,	The	Spelling	Test

2

Read	the	play	“The	Spelling	Test.”	Based	on	the	information	in	
the	play,	write	a	response	to	the	following:	
Explain	how	Herbie’s	behavior	changes	and	how	this	is	
developed	by	the	playwright.	
Write	a	well-organized	informational	essay	that	uses	specific	
evidence	from	the	play	to	support	your	answer.	
Remember	to	—	
• clearly	state	your	central	idea	
• organize	your writing	
• develop	your	ideas	in detail	
• use	evidence	from	the	selection	in	your response	
• use	correct	spelling,	capitalization,	punctuation,	

and grammar

44



The third component of the STAAR redesign is based on the types of questions 
teachers are asking throughout the year

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are…

3 Providing	various	open-ended	formats	for	
students	to	respond	to	questions…

45
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In the classroom, students are asked to engage with content in multiple ways to 
gain and express understanding (I)

Grade	4	Math	TEKS	

▪ 4.3A:	represent	a	fraction	a/b	as	a	
sum	of	fractions	1/b,	where	a	and	b	
are	whole	numbers	and	b	>	0,	
including	when	a	>	b	

▪ 4.3B:	decompose	a	fraction	in	more	
than	one	way	into	a	sum	of	fractions	
with	the	same	denominator	using	
concrete	and	pictorial	models	and	
recording	results	with	symbolic	
representations.	

Example:	“Draw	and	label	a	strip	diagram	to	
model	the	decomposition”

3
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In the classroom, students are asked to engage with content in multiple ways to 
gain and express understanding (II)

Grade	4	RLA	TEKS	

▪ 4.6.F	Make	inferences	and	
use	evidence	to	support	
understanding;	

▪ 4.8.A	Infer	basic	themes	
supported	by	text	evidence;	

▪ 4.9.B	Explain	figurative	
language	such	as	simile,	
metaphor,	and	
personification	that	the	poet	
uses	to	create	images

Example:	“Write	a	cause	and	effect	
paragraph	explaining	how	the	French	
and	Indian	War	eventually	led	to	the	
Stamp	Act	and	colonial	protests”	

3
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The redesign better aligns STAAR with the types of questions teachers are 
asking throughout the year

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are… The	STAAR	redesign	will…

3 Providing	various	open-ended	formats	for	
students	to	respond	to	questions…

Add	new,	non-multiple-choice	questions	that	are	more	like	
questions	teachers	ask	in	class		

48
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New STAAR question types are more like the kind teachers ask in class (I) 3

49

Math,	Grade	4	Lesson Potential	new	STAAR	question

In	this	lesson,	students	are	using	shaded	fraction	models	to	
show	their	understanding	of	adding	fractions	

This	potential	new	STAAR	question	asks	students	to	shade	in	
a	fraction	model	to	represent	the	addition	of	two	fractions



New STAAR question types are more like the kind teachers ask in class (II) 3
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Grade	4	Lesson Potential	new	STAAR	question

This	potential	new	STAAR	question	asks	students	to	answer	
an	open-ended	question	using	evidence	from	the	text	

Excerpt	from	Sample	Grade	5	
RLA	Passage,	The	Cholla	Cactus

In	this	lesson,	students	are	asked	to	write	an	open-ended		
response	using	evidence	from	the	text



New question types must meet our existing current rigorous requirements for 
STAAR questions AND provide additional benefits

New	questions	will	need	to	meet	our	existing	
rigorous	requirements	for	STAAR,	including:	

▪Valid	statistics	from	field	tests	

▪Alignment	with	TEKS	

▪Grade	level	appropriateness	

▪ Lack	of	bias	

▪Accessibility	for	all	students	

▪ Review	and	approval	from	group	of	Texas	
educators	who	teach	the	grade	level	and	
agree	students	should	be	able	to	answer	
these	questions	at	the	end	of	the	year

TEA	has	worked	closely	with	students	and	educators	to	
determine	which	new	question	types	best	support	students:	
▪ 600	educators	participated	in	focus	groups	on	new	question	
types	

▪ 200+	students	participated	in	input	gathering	around	new	
question	types	including	feedback	sessions,	think-alouds,	and	
perception	sharing	

▪ 92%	of	educators	agree	that	the	new	question	types	allow	
students	to	better	demonstrate	their	knowledge.		

▪ 89%	of	educators	believe	that	the	new	question	types	are	
more	engaging	for	students		

▪ 80%+	of	educators	agree	that	new	question	types	will	impact	
instructional	planning
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The fourth component of the STAAR redesign is based on the importance of 
ensuring all kids can access grade-level content

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are…

4 Supporting	the	learning	needs	of	all	students	by	
providing	appropriate	accommodations…

52
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In the classroom, strong teachers are supporting the unique learning needs of 
each of their students in many ways

▪Visual	anchors	for	vocabulary	
▪Pre-reading	strategies	
▪ Large	print	
▪Calculation	aids	
▪ Line	readers	
▪Reading	text	aloud	
▪Transcribing	or	speech-to-text	
▪And	many	more!

4
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The redesign better aligns STAAR accommodations with the types of 
accommodations students receive throughout the year

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are… The	STAAR	redesign	will…

4 Supporting	the	learning	needs	of	all	students	by	
providing	appropriate	accommodations…

Move	to	online	assessments	that	provide	a	full	suite	of	robust	
accommodations	for	students	with	specific	learning	needs
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Content and language supports and text-to-speech provide robust supports for 
students who need them

Watch	this	short	video	
demonstrating	some	of	
the	available	online	
STAAR	accommodations	
here.	

	
In	addition	to	better	
supporting	students,	
these	online	supports	
greatly	simplify	
administration	for	staff.

4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRPLWMlzMbw


All of the components of the STAAR redesign are based on improving alignment 
to the classroom experience

In	effective	classrooms,	teachers	are… The	STAAR	redesign	will…

1 Coherently	building	students’	background	
knowledge	and	vocabulary	in	all	subject	areas...

Prioritize	cross-curricular	passages	in	RLA	that	reference	
topics	that	students	have	learned	about	in	other	classes	

2 Asking	students	to	write	about	what	they	read	
using	evidence	from	text…

Include	writing	in	all	RLA	tests,	reflecting	our	updated	
TEKS,	and	having	students	write	text-based	responses

3 Providing	various	open-ended	formats	for	
students	to	respond	to	questions…

Add	new,	non-multiple-choice	questions	that	are	more	like	
questions	teachers	ask	in	class		

4 Supporting	the	learning	needs	of	all	students	by	
providing	appropriate	accommodations…

Move	to	online	assessments	that	provide	a	full	suite	of	robust	
accommodations	for	students	with	specific	learning	needs
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5 Moving	to	online	assessments	supports	all	the	changes	above	and	provides	faster	test	results	to	support	accelerated	
learning.	



How do we know the redesigned STAAR test won’t be harder?

On	each	STAAR	test,	a	small	
number	of	questions	do	not	
count	towards	the	student’s	
score.	These	are	field	test	
questions.

57

Field	test	
questions



Through field testing, we can determine the difficulty level of each question

On	each	STAAR	test,	a	small	
number	of	questions	do	not	count	
towards	the	student’s	score.	These	
are	field	test	questions.

Field	test	
questions
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Each question is analyzed based on how it performed on the field test

Questions	represent	a	variety	of	difficulty	
levels	and	student	expectations	(SEs)…

…which	can	then	be	used	
to	build	STAAR	tests
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While individual questions can be easier or harder in a given year, the mix of 
question difficulty is balanced across years using field test results
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Resources to support educators can be found on the STAAR Redesign webpage
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https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign


Resources include…

A. Full	length	practice	tests	that	resemble	the	redesigned	STAAR,	and	new	
question	type	samplers	by	content	area	and	grade	level	

B. Overview	of	new	question	types	by	content	area	and	grade	level		

C. Scoring	and	reporting	guides	by	content	area	for	new	question	types,	
including	constructed	response	scoring	guides	

D. Updated	blueprints	by	content	area	and	grade	level		

E. Policy	on	which	students	qualify	for	a	special	paper	administration	

F. Updated	STAAR	Redesign	FAQs
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TEA	Contact	Information

63

For	inquiries	related	to	development	and	
administration	of	state	assessments,	reporting	activities,	
or	data	corrections,	please	contact:	

▪ Student	Assessment	Help	Desk	

▪ (512)	463-9536	

▪ https://tea.Texas.gov/student.assessment/

https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/


QUESTIONS
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Thank	you	for	everything	
you	do	for	our	Texas	students!


