
Medal of  Honor 
Character Development Program



Goals for Today

• Learn about the Medal of Honor & its Recipients

• Explore the Medal of Honor Character Development Program 
resources

• Discover how to find the resources and to share them with your 
schools and students
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Medal of Honor Character Development Program

Opening Activity
Individual Activity

• Who are they?

• How have they dedicated 

themself to serving others?

• How do you think they would like 

their service to be remembered?

Medal of Honor Character Development Program

Think about someone in 

your life that has 

dedicated themself to 

serving others.

(military, teacher, medical 

profession, etc.)
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Lesson 

Investigation:

Selfless Service
Lesson A1
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CDP Overview

https://vimeo.com/803103344


Medal of Honor Character Development Program

About 

the 

Medal 

of 

Honor
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About the 

Medal of Honor
• The highest military award of the United States

• Given for “conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and

beyond the call of duty…”

• Submitted by peer(s) who witnessed the action and validated by

eyewitness accounts

• Awardees are referred to as “Recipients” rather than “winners”;  

it was not a competition
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About the

Medal of Honor

• Signed into law in 1861 by President Lincoln

• 3526 total Recipients of the Medal of Honor

• 61 living Recipients of the Medal of Honor, who make up the 

Congressional Medal Of Honor Society
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Medal of Honor
Character Development Program

• Legacy program of the Medal of Honor Recipients who make up the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society 

• The lessons are centered on six core values: Courage, Sacrifice, 
Commitment, Integrity, Citizenship, and Patriotism

• Designed by educators for educators

• Easily integrated within current academic & counseling standards

• At no cost to educators or their districts
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About the Program

Medal of Honor Character Development Program

It is…

• A flexible, engaging way to introduce 

character values to students

• Real world examples that prompt critical 

thinking, collaboration, and self reflection

• Inclusive of all students

• Multiple resources, including:

-High school/middle school

-Elementary school

It is not…

• Just for Social Studies or English 

classes

• A military recruitment tool

• Glorification or glamorization of war

• Political
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Stories of 
Medal of Honor Recipients
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Exploring the Six Core Values

DeCore Value

Core Value

Definition in your 

own words

Synonyms

Examples from 

video

Antonyms
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MOH Recipient Matt Williams Living History

https://vimeo.com/716495641


General Education



Special Education



English Learner

The quality of being honest and having 
solid moral principles and moral rectitude

The man told the other men to go for more 
ammunition and that he would cover them

• noble 
• probity
• honesty

• corruption
• injustice
• deceitful behavior
• perversity

Integrity
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Introducing the
 Character Club 



Character Club Introduction - Elementary Program

https://vimeo.com/398608771
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“Introducing the Character 

Development Program”
Kindergarten-Second Grade Lesson 

Directions

• Open your envelope and unscramble the letters to reveal 

your core value word.

• Write your core value word on the envelope and put the 

letters back in the envelope.



Stories of Citizen Heroes
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Medal of Honor Character Development Program

About 

Citizen 

Honors

• Medal of Honor Recipients want 

to recognize civilians who 

demonstrate heroism and a 

commitment to service

• Awardees are chosen by the 

Medal of Honor Society

• Nominations are submitted 

through our website
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Medal of Honor Character Development Program

Given to people and groups who 

exemplify the six core values within 

these categories:

Valor Awards

• Singular Act of Heroism Award

• Young Hero Award

Service Awards

• Service Act Award

• Youth Service Award

• Community Service Award
 

About 

Citizen 

Honors
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Stories of Citizen Heroes

https://vimeo.com/927564067
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Program 

Integration 

and Impact
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Integration Strategies

• Within current curriculum • Clubs

• Advisory/homeroom • Student leadership

• Schoolwide citizenship goals • Professional development

• Alternative discipline • Elective course

• Sports
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STUDENTS

-Motivate learning

-Reinforce core 

subject skills

-Inspire a service- 

oriented lifestyle

-Foster compassion

-Build leadership 

skills

TEACHERS

-Build collaboration and 

Professional  Learning 

Communities

-Set and support 

academic and 

behavioral 

expectations and 

standards

-Access to free and 

flexible resources and 

lessons 

ADMINISTRATORS

-Bring staff together

-Create positive 

school climate

-Bridge the home-

school gap

-Create positive PR 

in your community

Positive Outcomes
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Medal of Honor 
Character Development Program

 Resources



Medal of Honor Character Development Program

In Person 

Workshop   
www.cmohs.org/training

Medal of Honor Character Development Program

http://www.cmohs.org/training
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Our Website   
www.cmohs.org
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Education 

Resources
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Medal of Honor Character Development Program

Video Library

Medal of Honor Character Development Program

All archived and available at 

cmohs.org or on our YouTube Channel
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Monthly

Newsletters
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Online Training

Medal of Honor Character Development Program

• It’s free!

• Log on anytime. The training is available for 
you 24/7.

• Complete the training in about 2.5 hours.

• Come and go as needed. Your progress will be 
saved so you can pick up where you left off.

• Work through the training on your computer 
or mobile device. www.cmohs.org/training/online
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Additional Resources

Medal of Honor Character Development Program



Thank you to our supporters:
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